Activities during August 2016- August 2017 in relation with the role as GCOS Lead Center for the WMO RA III
(Submitted by Gaston Torres, CBS GCOS Lead Center for the WMO RA III)
1.- Activities of Lead Center for GCOS – CHILE

The monitoring corresponds to the annual period August 2016-August 2017. As usual, the monitoring reports issued by Climate Center of Germany have been used.
At the last meeting of the working groups of RA III, it has been requested that the countries  as soon as possible can sending of the CLIMATs in BUFR format, since until now they are still Chile and Brazil the only ones that issue in this format . It is expected to add Peru, Venezuela and Colombia in the short term.

Countries such as Venezuela, Peru, Colombia and Bolivia continue to present coding problems, which should be overcome once the BUFR format has been implemented.

The CLIMAT bulletin of Peru is issued by CORPAC, which is not the Meteorological Service and usually presents problems with the sending or dissemination of the bulletin.

This issue is being discussed with the Director of the SENAMHI Meteorological Service to find a solution.

Paraguay does not have GUAN stations, but they have requested to integrate a station, so it is necessary to send them a procedure. This was requested to GCOS.

A Procedure is sent to Ecuador to transmit the CLIMAT bulletins since they mention having a problem of how to send them by the GTS due to personnel changes.
2.- Availability and correctness of GSN and GUAN stations in RA III
The number of GSN stations in august 2016- august 2017 are at 93. On average, 82% of the stations were received (CA), and 59.1 percent were without format errors (CC). as shown in Fig. N° 1
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Figure N°1

	Region III


	N° of stations GSN
	N° of stations GUAN

	
	2014
	2015
	2017
	2014
	2015
	2017

	Argentina
	28
	28
	28
	3
	3
	3

	Bolivia
	10
	10
	10
	-
	-
	-

	Brasil
	18
	18
	18
	5
	5
	5

	Chile
	11
	11
	11
	5
	5
	5

	Colombia
	3
	2
	3
	1
	1
	1

	Ecuador
	4
	4
	4
	1
	-
	1

	Guyana
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Paraguay
	2
	2
	2
	-
	-
	-

	Perú
	3
	3
	3
	1
	2
	1

	Surinam
	1
	1
	1
	-
	-
	-

	Uruguay
	3
	4
	4
	-
	-
	-

	Venezuela
	7
	6
	7
	-
	-
	-

	Island
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Total
	92
	91
	93
	18
	18
	18


On the other hand, the number of GUAN stations remained at 18, and all stations are working and performing accordingly. As indicated by the countries. The station of San Cristobal of Ecuador continues as silent. 
Table N°1 Show the performance of GNS stations 2017
	Country
	Number of Stations
	CA
	CC
	CT
	CR
	Ind

	Argentina
	28
	100
	92
	41
	39
	96

	Bolivia
	10
	60
	57
	30
	23
	58

	Brazil
	18
	100
	79
	30
	33
	90

	Chile
	11
	98
	92
	37
	32
	95

	Colombia
	3
	100
	8
	42
	6
	54

	Ecuador
	4
	83
	40
	38
	33
	61

	Paraguay
	2
	92
	75
	42
	42
	83

	Peru
	3
	50
	42
	17
	19
	46

	Uruguay
	4
	92
	83
	21
	42
	88

	Venezuela
	7
	44
	23
	21
	30
	33


CA: Received CLIMAT messages
CT: Nº valid temperature reports 
CC: Correct CLIMAT messages 
CR: Nº of valid precipitation reports
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The average index in the region is 70.4%, over 90% are Argentina, Brazil and Chile. The lower indexes are Venezuela and Peru.               
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Figure N°2 Performance of GSN stations for three years
In the Figure N°2, More than 50% of the countries showed an improvement when compared with the previous period, what is still worrying is what happens with Colombia and Venezuela that have presented a significant decrease.
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