
I'm here to talk to you about what makes a collection of activity into a cohesive and 
high-performing system - how we can work at global and regional levels to 
leverage our individual national contributions and make them stronger together
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Information from the ocean, and therefore sustained observations of the ocean, can be used to 
inform decision-making in a number of different areas of key importance to human well-being.

GOOS is aimed at delivering for all IOC Member States the essential sustained observations for 
climate mitigation and adaptation (GCOS), operational ocean services for disaster risk reduction 
and to support the development of the Blue Economy, and in order to safeguard ocean health 
and continued ocean ecosystem services when making local, regional, and global policy 
decisions.

It is a complex space with many different stakeholders and users –

These are our ideas about connecting them up, many of the same challenges faced by EOOS 
on the regional level.
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The GOOS 2030 vision is a broad and ambitious one, for the entire 
sustained ocean observing system
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The mission speaks more specifically to the GOOS programme, the 
coordination activities that are based on national contributions to the 
observing system, and our plan to develop partnerships to achieve the 
full vision for the observing system.
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The Strategy defines 11 specific strategic objectives grouped around 3 
goals:

- deepening engagement and impact -> to improve delivery from 
observations to users, and to raise the visibility and funding for 
sustained observations

- the core GOOS activities around system integration and delivery, 
ensuring that this voluntary collaborative system delivers as one against 
agreed targets

- and building for the future with innovation, capacity development, a 
growing understanding of the human impact on the ocean, and 
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A strong GCOS/GOOS relationship means GCOS benefits fully from 
the broader GOOS expertise and developments, and coordinated 
structures, including its influence on how ocean observations are 
implemented and performance tracked to advance the observing 
system.  This helps to engage a strong community in GCOS.  The 
GOOS mapping of users and consultation with the community means 
much more of the users and observing community is exposed to GCOS 
and can deliver to GCOS aims. 

GOOS sees working with GCOS as the pathway to value through 
WCRP, IPCC WG1, UNFCCC policy on mitigation particularly; and we 
see potential and can help with our panel contacts with scientific 
community with other pathways: i.e. through research (PROVIA, 
IMBER, etc.), IPCC WG2, UNFCCC policy and Parties response on 
adaptation to climate change.  

Building on the TPOS 2020 legacy, an area of potential strengthened 
engagement is into climate services - where oceans are in fact the 
dominant driver of the relevant timescales for ENSO; and the dominant 
source of predictability on seasonal and longer timescales. A common 
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clear strategy between GOOS and GCOS to engage WMO and other climate 
service structures would strengthen the visibility of observations for these 
services, delivering to both GCOS and GOOS strategies.

GOOS has strong working level engagement with research community, e.g. 
CLIVAR, broader engagement through BGC (SOLAS), Biology (IMBER, etc.) 
and  Also Policy though IPBES. Due to the importance of the ocean climate 
variability (e.g. ENSO) OOPC / GOOS can bring a new perspective into GCOS 
and increase its relevance for another climate user: climate services, 
particularly through projects such as TPOS 2020; and perhaps strengthen 
links into the Agrometeorological and climate services Standing Committee 
proposed under the WMO Commission for Services and Applications.  
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