
Decision 
11/CP.9 
GCOS to coordinate 
on an 
Implementation 
Plan in collaboration 
with the Group on 
Earth Observations 
(GEO)  
GTOS to develop a 
framework for 
terrestrial 
observations 
2003 

IPCC FAR 
1990 

GCOS IP 2016 
2016 

Systematic Observation under the Convention: The ongoing cycles of assessments, reports and guidance 

IPCC AR4 
2007 

GCOS established 
1992 

IPCC AR5 
2013-2014 

GCOS  
Regional 
Workshops 
2000-2005 

Decision 
8/CP.3 

SBSTA, with IPCC, 
to consider & 

report on 
adequacy of 

climate observatn 
systems 

1997 

IPCC TAR 
2001 

Decision 
5/CP.10 
Parties request 
space agencies 
that they support 
to coordinate a 
response to the 
GCOS IP 
GCOS to regularly 
report on IP 
implementation to 
SBSTA 
2004 

GCOS IP Update 2010 
2010  

Decision 
11/CP.13 
Revision of 
UNFCCC 
Annex I NC 
reporting 
guidelines 
on 
observation 
2007 Decision 19/CP.22 

Implementation of GCOS IP 
SBSTA 45 Conclusions 
GCOS to organise regional workshops 
And resulting projects to take advantage of financial support 
GCOS to report on progress regularly 
Role of WCRP  
WMO State of the Global Climate  
WMO GHG Bulletin 
Earth Information Day 
2016 

UNFCCC established 
1992 

UNFCCC guidance 

GCOS, CEOS and 
IPCC activities 

IPCC established 
1988 

IPCC SAR 
1995 

GCOS Implementation 
Plan (IP) 2004 
2004 

Decision 11/CP.17 
GEF to provide financial 
resources to developing 
countries for 
strengthening and/or 
establishing SO and 
monitoring networks 
under LDCF and SCCF 
2011 

Decision 14/CP.4 
GCOS to lead 

intergovernmental 
process to improve SO 

1998 

Decision 4/CP.5 
Guidelines for the 
preparation of 
Annex I Party 
national 
communications 
and UNFCCC 
reporting guidelines 
on national 
communications 
Decision 5/CP.5 
Parties to provide 
detailed reports on 
SO according to 
guidelines on 
national 
communications 
GCOS secretariat to 
organize regional 
workshops  
1999 

GCOS First 
Adequacy Report 
1998 

GCOS Second 
Adequacy Report 
2003 

GCOS progress report 
Implementation of the GCOS in support 
of the UNFCCC 2004-2008 
2009 

GCOS progress report 
Status of the Global Observing 
System for Climate 
2015 

Decision  
9/CP.15 

GCOS to update its 
IP by 2010 

CEOS to continue 
to coordinate and 

implement  the 
GCOS satellite 

component 
SBSTA 30 

Support for GFCS 
2009 

Paris Agreement 
Decision 1/CP.21  
SBSTA 43 Conclusions 
GCOS to consider the outcomes of COP 21 
when preparing GCOS IP 2016 
2015 

First CEOS 
response 
to GCOS 

IP 
2006 

WGClimate 
progress report 

to SBSTA,  
CEOS Carbon 
Strategy and  

ECV Inventory 
2014 

WGClimate 
progress 
report to 
SBSTA; 2015 
Update of 
Actions;  and  
COP 21 EO 
Handbook 
2015 

SBSTA 33 Conclusions 
GCOS to report on progress, 
regularly update the IP and 
review the adequacy of 
observing systems 
2010 

1986-
1990 

1991-
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Satellite 
supplement 
2006 

SBSTA 47 Conc. 
Climate indicators 
ECV Inventory 
Pacific regional workshop  outcomes 
Capacity for independent GHG 
monitoring 
GFCS to report on progress regularly 
2017 

WGClimate 
response to  
GCOS IP 
2017  

SBSTA 43 
Conclusions 
Workshop on 
enhancing 
observations  
for adaptation 
2013 

Please note that not all details of  
decisions and conclusions are included.  
The FULL list of mandates is here: 
https://unfccc.int/topics/science/resources/decisions-
and-conclusions-on-systematic-observation  

WGClimate 
EO in support 
of SDGs 
2018 

WGClimate established 
2010   

2011 Satellite 
Supplement 
2011 

Gobal 
Stocktake 
2023 
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